aallt

MUBADALA GAAO.S:/ ¢

speciesconservation.org

3 0@0o

. Status of the African manatee in Guinea

iger
Very little is known about the African manatee in Guinea, including its distribution and
abundance, the impact of threats, or genetic diversity. Despite the species existing along
the coast and in both the Gambia and Niger Rivers and their tributaries, there are currently
no dedicated research or conservation efforts anywhere in the country. Human development
alongthe coastandin largertownsin Guineaimpact manatee populations primarily through
poaching for food. Habitat loss due to agriculture, particularly for rice, has reduced both
coastal and riverine African manatee habitat in Guinea. Cutting of mangroves for firewood
and coastal development have also reduced and destroyed significant manatee habitat in
Guinea. Dams on the Niger and Konkoure Rivers and Fatala Estuary in Guinea may entrap or
exclude manatees from important habitat.
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Little is known about Guinea’s African manatees, and
this is the first dedicated research and conservation
project in Guinea to focus on African manatee.
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